
Grandmacore Remodel Checklist
Vintage details to keep vs. update in a modern remodel
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Keep: Vintage Details That Age Well

Wood tones: keep original cabinets or add warm wood islands and open shelving.

Glass-front cabinets displaying heirloom dishes and floral china.

Brass or aged-finish hardware and faucets instead of chrome.

Milk-glass, brass, or enamel pendant lighting for a soft vintage glow.

Floral patterns in valances, wallpaper accents, or tea towels.

Farmhouse or apron-front sink in white porcelain.

Butcher-block or warm wood countertop sections in prep areas.

Update: Modern Touches That Make It Work

Appliances: choose vintage-style ranges in cream or white with modern performance.

Under-cabinet and task lighting to keep the collected look bright and usable.

Easy-clean quartz or honed-stone counters alongside wood accents.

Soft-close hinges and full-extension drawers inside vintage-style cabinets.

GFCI outlets and updated wiring behind vintage-look covers and plates.

Durable flooring: real wood or wood-look tile that handles daily use.

Remodel Notes

Decide the mood first: grandmacore stays bright and nostalgic, not moody or dark.

Mix no more than two vintage eras to keep the room feeling curated, not cluttered.

Reserve budget for plumbing and electrical updates before decorative finishes.
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